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Globalization
and Solidarity:
Culture in the
Anti-Apartheid
Struggle
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Today, Nelson Mandela's face is instantly recognizable to millions.
But in 1988 when the "Free Mandela" Concert was staged in honor
of his 70th birthday, Mandela was still in prison and his image
banned. Despite parliamentary opposition in Britain and threats to
blow up Wembley Stadium, the televised concert was broadcast
to 600 million viewers. This episode is one of the links between
the anti-apartheid struggle, globalization and solidarity movements
that we will examine in the course. How does the struggle against
apartheid in South Africa contribute to the creation of what
scholarship calls “global civil society"? How can the anti-apartheid
struggle be seen as a “new social movement” and what are its
legacies for our own time? Through case studies, the course seeks
to provide a better understanding of key terms such as “racism,"
"apartheid,” "solidarity,”" and "new social movements."

The course will last for 10 sessions and is conducted in English, but
written work may be submitted in Hebrew.
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Postcolonial
Theory
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Post-colonial theory explores the impact of European colonization
upon the societies which it subjugated, recognizing that the cultural
and political struggles which colonization set in motion continue

to influence the present. Central concerns relate to the impact of
European languages, institutions and epistemologies on colonized
societies. The foundational gesture of postcolonialism consisted

in uncovering the link between Western knowledge systems,

and the maintenance of colonial power. As a historiographical
method, postcolonialism orients itself to the struggles of all

sectors of colonial society, in elucidating colonial resistance. It is
concerned with forms of resistance on the part of the colonized,
and explores the struggles over racialized identity and gender, as
well as representations of place and history in a colonial setting.
This course seeks to elucidate these intersecting themes through an
exploration of cinematic representations of the colonial experience
read in relation to formative theoretical texts of the postcolonial
paradigm.
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